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Climate protest

Climate protesters blocked streets in London’s financial hub on Monday
morning, as their “October Rebellion” designed to highlight the threat of
global warming entered its second week, ft.com wrote.

Renewable electricity overtakes
fossil fuels in UK for first time

Renewable energy sources provid-
ed more electricity to UK homes
and businesses than fossil fuels for
the first time over the last quarter,
according to new research.

The renewables record was set in
the third quarter of this year after its
share of the electricity mix rose to
40 percent, the Guardian wrote.

It is the first time that electricity
from British windfarms, solar panels
and renewable biomass plants has
surpassed fossil fuels since the UK’s
first power plant fired up in 1882.

The new milestone confirms
predictions made by National Grid
that 2019 will be the first year
since the Industrial Revolution
that zero-carbon electricity — re-
newables and nuclear — overtakes
gas and coal-fired power.

A string of new offshore wind-

farms built this year helped nudge
renewables past fossil fuels, which
made up 39 percent of UK elec-
tricity, in a crucial tipping point in
Britain’s energy transition.

Fossil fuels made up four-fifths
of the country’s electricity fewer
than 10 years ago, split between
gas and coal, but the latest analysis
by Carbon Brief shows that coal-
fired power was less than one per-
cent of all electricity generated.

British coal plants are shutting
down ahead of a 2025 ban. By
next spring just four coal plants
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will remain in the UK: The West
Burton A and Ratcliffe-on-Soar
plants in Nottinghamshire, Kil-
root in Northern Ireland and two
generation units at the Drax site
in North Yorkshire, which are ear-
marked for conversion to burn gas.

Gas-fired power makes up the
bulk of the dwindling share of fos-
sil fuels in the energy system at 38
percent. Nuclear power provided
slightly less than a fifth of the
UK'’s electricity in the last quarter,
the report said.

Wind power is the UK’s stron-
gest source of renewable energy
and made up 20 percent of the
UK’s electricity following a series
of major windfarm openings in
recent years. Electricity from re-
newable biomass plants made up
12 percent of the energy system,
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while solar panels contributed six
percent.

The world’s largest offshore
windfarm, the Hornsea One proj-
ect, began generating electric-
ity off the Norfolk coast in Feb-
ruary, reaching a peak capacity of
1,200MW in October. It followed
the opening of the Beatrice wind-
farm off the north-east coast of
Scotland over the summer.

Together these schemes almost
doubled the 2,200MW worth of
offshore capacity which began
powering homes in 2018.
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Kwasi Kwarteng, the minister
for energy and clean growth, said
the renewables record is “yet an-
other milestone on our path towards
ending our contribution to climate
change altogether by 2050”.

He said: “Already, we’ve cut
emissions by 40 percent while
growing the economy by two
thirds since 1990. Now, with more
offshore wind projects on the way
at record low prices we plan to go
even further and faster in the years
to come.”

Luke Clark, of Renewable UK,
said the industry hopes to treble
the size of its offshore wind sector
by 2030 to generate more than a
third of the UK’s electricity.

Under the Labour party’s plans
for Green Industrial Revolution
the offshore wind industry would
grow five-fold in a decade, with
the addition of an extra 37 giant
offshore windfarms and 70,000
new jobs.

According to Renewable UK,
the growth of the renewables in-
dustry is good news for energy
bills, as well as the environment,
due to the steep fall in the cost of
wind and solar power technologies
over recent years.

“The cost of new offshore wind
projects, for example, has just
fallen to an all-time low, mak-
ing onshore and offshore wind
our lowest-cost large scale power
sources,” Clark said.

The next generation of offshore
windfarms is expected to cost
about £40 for every megawatt
hour of electricity generated, less
than the average market price for
electricity on the wholesale energy
markets.

“If government were to back a
range of technologies — like on-
shore wind and marine renewables
— in the same way as it is back-
ing offshore wind, consumers and
businesses would be able to fully
reap the benefits of the transition
to a low carbon economy,” Clark
said.
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ran’s rural women coop-
eratives have helped sus-
tainable entrepreneurship
across the country, said deputy
minister of agricultural jihad.

On the occasion of Interna-
tional Rural Women’s Day on
October 15, Hossein Shirzad,
who is also the chief execu-
tive of Central Organization
for Rural Cooperatives of Iran
(CORC) said that the coopera-
tives revived traditional drap-
ery of Khorashad, called To-
bafi in local language as well
as other obsolete local arts,
corc.ir reported.

He added that rural women
play a crucial role in ensuring
the sustainability of rural house-
holds and farming communities.

However, they always have
been suffering from gender
disaggregation, Shirzad said.

The official said that by
supporting rural women co-
operatives, the CORC has al-
ways been trying to remind the
significance of rural women’s
working in the sustainable de-
velopment of agriculture.

The cooperatives through
the development of social care,

Iran’s rural women cooperatives
help sustainable entrepreneurship:
Deputy minister

IRNA
education and insurance try to

increase the potentials and em-
power the rural women.

income generation.
Dating back more than three
centuries, Tobafi is one of the
Referring to the revival of ~ most traditional textile handi-
the obsolete art, like Tobafi, crafts, originating in eastern
the deputy minister asserted Iran.
that through reviving the Yarns are made from natural ~ and synthetic-free fabrics that
textile art, the rural women  materials including silk, cotton  could be used as towels and
have succeeded in providing or wool, processed by flour, shirts

dyed with natural coloring
agents such as pomegranate,
walnut and onion extract.
Then rural women weaved
them by manual knitting
looms to produce delicate

Guam avoids severe coral bleaching predicted for this year

Official say vulnerable coral reefs on Guam
have not experienced severe bleaching that
was predicted for this year.

Pacific Daily News reported that the ment.
Guam Bureau of Statistics and Plans said a
mass coral bleaching event indicated by sat-
ellite measurements of sea surface tempera-
tures did not occur, phys.org wrote.

Officials say recent stormy weather in-
cluding Super Typhoon Hagibis may have
contributed to the coral’s survival through
cloud cover that cooled surface water
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Officials say storms and wind are also
likely to have created cooling water move-

The National Ocean and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration’s Coral Reef Watch program
indicated in July that the island would likely
experience significant bleaching, which of-
ten precedes coral death.

A coral reef resilience coordinator with
the statistics and plans bureau said Guam
has “so far been very lucky.”
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